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grimage to Mecca, and Sandathudamma promised him ships
for the purpose. The Mughal government demanded his
extradition, and while the king of Arakan procrastinated,
trouble broke out. In December 1660 some of Shah Shujah's
retinue ran amok and nearly succeeded in firing the palace. The
Arakanese massacred them, and the refugee prince's own life
was only spared through the intercession of the king's mother,
who argued that it was unwise for him to teach his subjects so
dangerous a sport as that of killing princes.
Shah Shujah was then placed under restraint. In the follow-
ing February there was another massacre, and he disappeared,
never to be seen again. The Dutch factors at Mrohaung were
told that he had attempted to escape from custody with the
intention of seizing the throne of Arakan, and had lost his life
in the fighting that ensued. His wives and children were taken
alive; the women were lodged in the royal harem, the princes
placed in close confinement. About two years later a desperate
attempt was made by some Mohammedans to liberate them,
and a part of the palace was set on fire. The attempt failed, the
young men were beheaded, and there was a general massacre
of Mohammedans and Bengalis in the capital. Report had it
that at the same time the Mughal princesses in the royal harem
were starved to death.
For some time before this last incident the Mughal Viceroy
of Bengal had been sending urgent messages for the surrender
of the young princes. Sandathudamma paid no attention to
them, and on the occasion of the last massacre even went so
far as to imprison a Mughal envoy. Fearing reprisals he
encouraged the feringhi of Dianga to redouble their efforts in
raiding Bengal. Thus in 1664 their galeasses sailed up the river
towards Dacca, broke up a Mughal flotilla of 240 vessels and
laid waste far and wide. The Mughal government therefore
decided that the pirate nest must be finally destroyed. Aurung-
zeb's maternal uncle, Shayista Khan, who had become Viceroy
of Bengal, prepared to make a supreme effort. Both sides needed
ships, and both plied the Dutch with insistent demands for
help. Matters came to a head in 1665. When the Dutch stub-
bornly clung to their neutrality Shayista Khan threatened to
expel them from their Bengal factories if they did not at once